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FIRE GUTS B'KLYN CHURCH
TOM RAFTERYand MICHELE McPHEE. New York Daily News [New York, N.Y] 20 Dec 1997: pp. 5.

 
Abstract
Sidebar: THEY WELCOME BETHESDA'S FLOCK Parishioners from the Bethesda Baptist Church
will be able to worship at these churches: Metropolitan Baptist Church, 869 Halsey St., (718)
453-5700. The Rev. Walter Alston will have two sermons on Sunday and add an extra service.
Mount of Olives Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 975 Bushwick Ave., (718) 453-6312. The church,
which holds its prayer services Saturdays, will open its doors for Bethesda parishioners on Sundays.
Caption: ROBERT ROSAMILIO DAILY NEWS CHARRED WOOD litters floor and walls are streaked
with soot after fire in Bethesda Baptist Church in Bushwick, Brooklyn. Its pastor, the Rev. [Charles
Nesbitt], vows the structure will be rebuilt. MAP BY JIM WILLIS DAILY NEWS

 
Full text
A Brooklyn pastor vowed to rebuild his church after he watched flames gut the 19th-century
Bushwick building yesterday, leaving 700 parishioners without a spiritual home for the holidays.

"We will be back," vowed the Rev. Charles Nesbitt, 69.

Nesbitt, who has been recuperating from double bypass heart surgery he had a month ago, arose
from bed Thursday night to see the Bethesda Baptist Church engulfed in flames.

The church, at 1170 Bushwick Ave., caught fire about 12:15 a.m. More than 150 firefighters battled
the blaze.

The fire apparently started in the basement and spread to the rest of the landmark church, blistering
artwork and charring hand-carved wood pews, reducing the building to a shell.

The church's day care center, unscathed by flames, was extensively damaged by smoke and water.
Yesterday, pictures of Santa Claus still hung on the wall but were charred and smoke-stained.

Nesbitt, who has been pastor for 41 years, said the church was built about 1895 and has hosted
distinguished leaders, including the Rev. Jesse Jackson.

The pastor and his family live next door. "We were sleeping, and I smelled smoke. I ran outside, and
everything was ablaze," said the pastor's daughter, Darlisa Nesbitt, 30.

She spent yesterday embracing parishioners and helping the homeless who rely on the church for
food.

"This is so heartbreaking," she said as tears streamed down her face.

In addition to including a day care center that cares for about 100 children, the church is also a
makeshift food pantry for the neighborhood's homeless. Nesbitt provides cold cuts and canned
goods to the hungry, usually funded by donations, but often paid for out of his own pocket.

"This is going to leave the homeless people in the neighborhood nowhere to go for Christmas," said
parishioner Virgil Lunceford.

Fire Department spokesman Frank Zitaglio expressed doubt that the gutted structure could be rebuilt
because of extensive damage to the roof and walls.

But the Nesbitt family said they had faith. "This will bring our community closer together," said the
pastor's son, Wyndell Nesbitt. "We'll work together to see that it is rebuilt."

Sidebar: THEY WELCOME BETHESDA'S FLOCK Parishioners from the Bethesda Baptist Church
will be able to worship at these churches: Metropolitan Baptist Church, 869 Halsey St., (718)
453-5700. The Rev. Walter Alston will have two sermons on Sunday and add an extra service.

Glorious Trinity Baptist Church, 285 Kingston Ave., (718) 774- 9772.

Mount of Olives Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 975 Bushwick Ave., (718) 453-6312. The church,
which holds its prayer services Saturdays, will open its doors for Bethesda parishioners on Sundays.
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